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Cultural Mixture: China-born Missionary Educators and Yenching
The term "cultural mixture" refers to people or institutions shaped by exposure to two or more different cultural backgrounds or experiences. Christian schools were organized by Western missionaries on Chinese soil. In this sense, every Christian school and educator, including those who were there only for a short period of time, was a cultural mixture. But among the Westerners in Yenching, there were notable figures who fully exemplify the experiences and attitudes of cultural mixtures. The most famous and influential of the missionary educators at Yenching were those who lived in China for most of their lives. There were two who served from its inception almost to its closure. They were born in China, had a unique experience of living with Chinese people while young, received most of the school education in Western countries and returned to China to pursue their careers. They wanted to utilize modern Christian education from the West to change China, but they also had an empathetic understanding of the Chinese people.
John Leighton Stuart was a prime example of this phenomenon. He was considered "a mother who fostered Yenching" 1 and a "synonymy" of Yenching.
2 So if the university had a rationale in the early years, it was Stuart who set the agenda. Stuart was born in Hangzhou on 24 June 1876. Like many "miss kids" who were born in China, his wet-nurse and servants were all Chinese. His first language was Chinese. His mother, a well-educated and experienced teacher, started to teach him English and other knowledge only after he was four years old; by then he already was fluent in Chinese. The first time he went to America, Stuart called the American newsboys "foreign children." 3 As a child, Stuart considered himself more Chinese than an American. It took him a long time to make the adjustment. 4 Stuart began his school education in the United States when he already was eleven to twelve years old. He was an excellent student and an active leader of the YMCA throughout his school years. He entered the Union Theological Seminary in Richmond in 1899 when the Student Volunteer Movement was reaching its peak. Unlike most of the Student
